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                             Curriculum Subject Policy: English  
Introduction: 
As a Christian Independent School, our teaching aims to promote the Christian values of: courage, respect, truth, compassion, creativity, community and working hard. This is achieved through well planned curriculum content and the general school ethos which underpins learning. 

At Watchorn Christian School, English is at the heart of everything we do. Without the ability to read for comprehension, critically respond to written texts, express ideas in written form, communicate effectively verbally and listen attentively, students will neither be able to access the curriculum successfully nor engage in the world beyond the classroom. Therefore, it is recognised that every teacher at Watchorn Christian School is a teacher of English and every subject requires confidence and fluency in English. 
Vision for teaching: 

English is divided into the components of : speaking and listening, reading and writing including Spag.

 Our curriculum aims to teach children to: 
· take pleasure in all aspects of English;

· listen to their peers and adults and respond appropriately; 
· read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, developing a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct;
· develop the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness;
· develop an interest in books and reading for enjoyment;
· have an interest in words and their meanings allowing them to develop a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms;
· understand a range of text types and genres allowing them to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation;
· have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.
The school places a high emphasis on English and this is evident through the conduct of teachers who model correct language and grammar, promote a love of reading through exciting books and displays and celebrate achievements and success. 
Implementation: 

Speaking and Listening

 We recognise the importance of high quality discussion, questioning and dialogue with pupils.
We will develop strategies to teach pupils how to: 
( participate orally in groups and whole class activities, both formally and informally 
( use talk to develop and clarify ideas 
( identify the main points to arise from a discussion 
( listen for a specific purpose
 ( discuss and evaluate. 

Speaking and listening skills are developed continually during teacher input time. In class discussion time, children practise speaking audibly, engaging the listener, giving eye contact and taking it in turns to speak. The opinions and contributions that the children make are respected and celebrated. 
Reading We aim to give pupils a level of English that will enable them to cope with the increasing demands of reading in all subjects in terms of specific skills, knowledge and understanding. This applies to the reading of a variety of texts including fiction and non-fiction We will teach pupils strategies to help them: 
( recognise all phoneme/grapheme correspondences

( blend and segment sounds to read words fluently

( recognise high frequency words and exception words when reading 

( use the pictures in books for clues about the text 

( talk about characters in the books 

( link what they have read to their own experiences 

( understand and recognise rhyme and alliteration

( make inferences about the text, predict what may happen and answers questions about what they have read

Reading is an important part of the English curriculum in our School.  Home reading books are organised on a banding system ensuring the children read books appropriate to their level.  These books will be sent home for parents to read with their children.  Reading resources will provide enriching vocabulary, correct grammatical structure and interesting content. 
Children who have moved on from the reading scheme have access to the class book selection and School Library.  

In addition to the home reading books, children may be given a set of high frequency words called to learn at home. These are checked by an adult in school and a new set is issued once the child is secure. Children in Year 2 upwards  are given a weekly spelling test. 
 

Teachers will also share stories with the class displaying an enthusiasm for reading and setting a positive example as a reader. 
 

Phonics is taught daily in Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One following the framework ‘Letters and Sounds’. This will involve a daily session of planned systematic phonics’ delivery, with a wide opportunity for application of skills through the environment and other lessons.
 

Writing 
We aim to give pupils a level of English that will enable them to cope with the demands of writing in all subjects. We will teach them specific writing skills, develop their ability to write in different styles and also teach them to recognise the importance of audience. 
The School aims to:
( ensure children write with a purpose to make it an enjoyable experience by presenting a wide variety of writing opportunities;

( develop the children’s confidence as young writers;

( help children see writing as an important means of communication;

 (develop writing by positive teaching of skills and by giving encouragement and praise;
 ( encourage children to use a variety of strategies including using their phonic knowledge, sounding out words and using their knowledge of high frequency words. 
( provide a model for the children to copy through shared writing activities and by displaying written text in the environment 
Classroom writing situations give the children the opportunity to write in a variety of genres and for different purposes and audiences. 
Shared and modelled Writing, taking place within English lessons, allows the teacher to demonstrate good writing practice to the children while using their ideas.  Teachers must ensure that the writing demonstrated shows high expectations and covers the success criteria they would expect to see in the children’s writing across all the ability groups.

In the Foundation stage children are taught to form letters using non-cursive writing as we feel that this allows children to obtain basic writing skills as they are still developing the fine motor skills needed for cursive writing. Cursive writing will be introduced in KS1  when the children have learnt all the letter sounds and have better dexterity and concentration levels. Texts displayed around the environment will include both cursive and non-cursive print. 
   

In the English curriculum grammar and spelling plays a key role in the children’s writing.  To support our children’s grammar and spelling progression and attainment the teachers integrate time to practise these skills within their English lessons.  
We have high standards of presentation and Watchorn Christian School and encourage all children to do their best work, to write as neatly as they can and to check that their work makes sense before they finish. 
A love of books
At Watchorn Christian School we want to instil a love of books and reading into the children. We strive to bring books to life by being animated when reading aloud and making it a special part of the school day. Reading is never used as a punishment.  
Inclusion/equal opportunities: 

Through the English policy the school aims to provide every child with an equality of opportunity to access a broad and balanced curriculum regardless of gender, ability, attainment, background and ethnicity, through:

• valuing the wide variety of experiences the children bring to school 

• providing a differentiated curriculum for more able pupils and children who require more assistance

• using a variety of teaching methods to cater for different learning styles

• providing visual aids and stimuli  

• providing intervention programs and target groups for children with additional needs

 • addressing the needs of children learning English as an additional language

Assessment: In this subject, we use two main types of assessment: 
1. Formative assessment, based on what children show us they can do in a lesson. This can be in the form of observation, discussion, feedback, questioning, note taking, photo or video evidence or marking and is used to guide the teachers planning for the next lesson. 
2. Summative assessment is usually carried out at the end of a topic or a term. This can be in the form of the above, or in the form of a quiz or an independent task or activity. It measures what each child has achieved in their learning and whether they are below, at or above the nationally expected average for their age. In this school, we track progress across each year group in 3 stages: emerging, expected and exceeding. This information is recorded onto the school’s tracking system. 

Additional assessment methods:

· Phonics is assessed at the end of each Phase of Letters and Sounds.

· Children in year 2 upwards carry out a formal spelling test weekly and their results are assessed and recorded in the spelling file. 
English is assessed as Communication and Language, and Literacy at the end of the Foundation Stage (Reception) for the EYFSP.
Monitor and evaluate: 

The school leaders monitor the subject through observations and drop-ins, work scrutiny, planning scrutiny and pupil voice. The information gathered is fed back to all staff and relevant actions taken, if required.

Review: 
This policy was reviewed by the schools Governing Body on 01/12/2021 and will be reviewed every other year. 
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