Watchorn Christian School: Curriculum Subject Policy/Computing 
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                         Curriculum Subject Policy: Computing 
Introduction: As a Christian Independent School, our teaching aims to promote the Christian values of: courage, respect, truth, compassion, creativity, community and working hard. This is achieved through well planned curriculum content and the general school ethos which underpins learning. 

The use of information and communication technology is an integral part of the National Curriculum and is a key skill for everyday life and future success. Computers, tablets, programmable robots, digital and video cameras are a few of the tools that can be used to acquire, organise, store, manipulate, interpret, communicate and present information. At Watchorn Christian School we recognise that pupils are entitled to quality hardware and software and a structured and progressive approach to the learning of the skills needed to enable them to use it effectively. We believe that being computer literate is a vital skill needed for children to interact with and thrive in our ever developing society. 

Vision for teaching: 

Our well planned and differentiated curriculum aims to: 
( Provide a relevant, challenging and enjoyable curriculum for ICT and computing for all pupils. 

( Use ICT and computing as a tool to enhance learning throughout the curriculum using cross curricular links. 

( Respond to new developments in technology. 

( Equip pupils with the confidence and capability to use ICT and computing throughout their later life. 

( Develop the understanding of how to use ICT and computing safely and responsibly.

( Instil in pupils the confidence to use ICT to research subjects and further their knowledge in all curriculum areas.

Implementation: The teaching of computing begins in he Nursery, being covered under the heading of Understanding the World in the EYFS. The children at this stage engage with age appropriate games and software, they use the interactive whiteboard and tablets, and become familiar with technological toys such as walkie talkies, speakers, microphones, the digi-cam and Beebots. The children also engage in role play involving ICT with the use of telephones, video cameras, cash registers, microwaves and washing machines. These tasks are undertaken in child initiated play and through adult-led activities. 

In Key Stage 1 and 2 the children are taught to log onto the laptops/tablets and access computer programmes, coding and programming, debugging, online games and internet searches. Lessons are linked to the half-termly over-arching topic where possible and cross curricular links are frequently planned for.  The children use ICT to research ideas for history and design projects, create pictograms for maths problems, type up letters for literacy and compose music. However discrete skills are also taught in order to progress the children’s learning effectively. The school uses the 2Simple Educational Software which is age appropriate and easily accessed by all levels of ability. 
In Computing, as with all subjects, in order to develop the continuity and progression of teaching and learning, a balance between whole class, individual and group work, and direct teaching, pupil investigation and skills practice is planned throughout the school.

Staff confidence and expertise will be developed if requested through training sessions
All lessons are differentiated to accommodate for the differing learning needs and to allow all children to access the learning. Different learning styles are taken into consideration and visual aids are used where necessary. 
Assessment: In this subject, we use two main types of assessment to help us to support all pupils in their achievement: 1. In-school formative assessment is our day to day assessment, based on what children do in a lesson. This can be in the form of observation, discussion, feedback, questioning, note taking, photo or video evidence or marking and is used to guide the teachers planning for the next lesson. 2. In school summative assessment is usually carried out at the end of a topic or a term. It measures what each child has achieved in their learning. This information is recorded onto Tapestry our online assessment program and discussed amongst staff to identify any less effective areas of the curriculum, or pupils who need additional support and intervention. ICT is assessed as Understanding the World at the end of the Foundation Stage (Reception) for the EYFSP. 

This policy was reviewed by the schools Governing Body on 01/12/2021 and will be reviewed every other year. 
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