Watchorn Christian School: Curriculum Subject Policy/Music 
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                        Curriculum Subject Policy: Music 
Introduction 
As a Christian Independent School, our teaching aims to promote the Christian values of: courage, respect, truth, compassion, creativity, community and working hard. This is achieved through well planned curriculum content and the general school ethos which underpins learning.
Music is a practical, creative subject which can be of benefit to all children in developing imagination and the ability to listen attentively and express personal thoughts and feelings. Recent research shows that singing can help make links in the brain and increase children’s academic activity. It can boost self-esteem and encourage the growth of confidence in individuals. As a Christian school we also see music as a vital way to praise God and give Him honour, which is an important part of the Christian faith. 
Vision for teaching: the teaching of music is lively and engaging, involving a blend of imaginative approaches that direct the children’s learning.  The children are provided with good support but are also encouraged to work independently with confidence when required. The children are encouraged to initiate their own learning, using and applying skills that they have acquired. The pitch and pace of lessons ensure that the children make good progress as teaching expectations are high. Children are given opportunities, with adults, to identify and review their targets for learning, and teaching is based on accurate assessment of pupils’ prior skills, knowledge and understanding
Nature of subject: music is for all children to access and enjoy. Music is introduced and planned as a practical, creative learning experience. The teaching of music reflects its diversity in terms of style, traditions and cultures. Children are taught music as outlined in the programmes of study in the National Curriculum and the EYFS. 

Implementation: music sessions are held in small groups related to the Key Stages, or in whole classes when teaching about musicians and famous pieces of music. Lessons include some aspects of performing, composing, listening and appraising and singing. They may concentrate on a particular musical element such as pitch or texture. Music lessons where possible are linked to the half-termly topics. Music from different cultures and genres is also introduced to the children. The school uses the Music Express scheme of work to cover all musical elements. We encourage the children to feel free and confident to express themselves through music. 
The children perform in special assemblies and services throughout the year including Harvest and Christmas where they share songs and dances that they have learnt. 

The children are encouraged to compose their own music using a variety of notation methods. Computer software for composing music is also used. 
Singing is used around the school in a variety of situations including :for tidy up time, in the hall at lunch. Music is used to provide stimulus and to extend the musical taste and experience of the children
The school has a time of collective worship several times a week where the children sing praise to God. 

All lessons are differentiated to accommodate for all learning needs and to allow all children to access the learning. Different learning styles are taken into consideration and visual aids are used where necessary. 

In Key Stage 2 children learn to play tuned instruments including the glockenspiel and then recorder. They are taught a discrete lesson of music by a highly qualified music teacher. The children take their recorders home to practise at home. 
Assessment: In this subject, we use two main types of assessment to help us to support all pupils in their achievement: In school formative assessment is our day to day assessment, based on what children show us they can do in a lesson. This can be in the form of observation, discussion, feedback, questioning, note taking, photo or video evidence, or marking and is used to guide the teachers planning for the next lesson. In school summative assessment is usually carried out at the end of a topic or a term. This can be in the form of the above, or an independent task or activity. It measures a child’s achievement  in their learning. In this school, we track progress and record it  onto Tapestry, the school’s tracking system. Music is assessed as Expressive Arts and Design at the end of the Foundation Stage (Reception) for the EYFSP. 
 This policy was reviewed by the schools Governing Body on 01/12/2021 and will be reviewed every other year. 
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