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Curriculum Policy: Religious Education and Biblical Studies 

Introduction
As a Christian Independent School, our teaching aims to promote the Christian values of courage, respect, truth, compassion, creativity, community and hard work. This is achieved through well-planned curriculum content and the general school ethos which underpins learning.
Religious Education is an integral part of life at Kingdom Christian School. It enables children to learn more about God in order to deepen their relationship with Him and better understand the world around them. In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), Religious Education is primarily delivered through the area of learning Understanding the World and in our daily Bible time. 
This policy outlines the vision for teaching, the nature of the subject, implementation and assessment of Religious Education and Biblical Studies taught in our school, and reinforces our Christian values.

Vision for Teaching
Our RE and Biblical Studies teaching aims to:
• encourage children to enjoy reading the Bible.
• show children that through reading God’s Word they can understand God’s view of the world and begin to understand how God ‘thinks’ (Romans 12:1–2).
• encourage children to learn verses and passages of scripture which are key to their own walk with God (Psalm 119:11).
• provide children with a firm foundation in the Christian faith.
• increase children’s awareness and understanding of other religions and worldviews, and our responsibility to treat others with respect and compassion.
• inspire children through studies of the lives of heroes of the faith throughout history.
• help children understand the role that religion plays in modern British society.
• promote respect, understanding and thoughtful discussion whilst maintaining the Christian ethos of the school.

Implementation
Religious Education and Biblical Studies are primarily Christian-based in KS1 as the Christian faith underpins the life and ethos of our school. Pupils are given a strong grounding in Christianity in the early years of their education so that they develop a clear understanding of the Christian faith.
Curriculum Structure
Our RE curriculum is carefully sequenced to develop pupils’ understanding of Christianity and other world religions throughout their time at school:
EYFS, Reception and Key Stage 1
· Teaching focuses on Christianity to ensure a strong foundation of biblical knowledge and understanding.
· Pupils learn key Bible stories, Christian values, and the significance of important Christian festivals such as Christmas, Easter and Pentecost.
Lower Key Stage 2
· Pupils continue developing their understanding of Christianity.
· They are also introduced to Judaism, an Abrahamic religion closely linked to Christianity through the Old Testament. They study the Holy Text of the Torah, Jewish festivals and Holy places of worship. The pupils bake hamantasch and experience a Jewish celebration. 
Upper Key Stage 2
· Pupils study additional world religions including Hinduism and Islam.
· This allows pupils to develop a broader understanding of religious diversity and how different faiths contribute to modern-day Britain.
· They also study non-religious worldviews of Atheism and Humanism is Year 6. 
Throughout the curriculum we work hard to ensure pupils:
· develop respect and understanding towards people of all faiths and beliefs
· are not taught stereotypes
· understand how religious beliefs shape communities within Britain and the wider world.
While we hold firmly to our Christian ethos, pupils are encouraged to discuss ideas thoughtfully and respectfully.

Teaching Approaches
RE and Biblical Studies lessons are taught using multi-sensory and engaging teaching approaches that encourage discussion, reflection and exploration. 
Lessons often include:
· storytelling from the Bible
· discussion and questioning
· drama, role play and creative activities
· art and practical activities
· baking food from festivals 
· acting our religious ceremonies 
· visits to a Baptist church to see the Baptist pool
· reflection and application of key messages.
Many lessons explore the character traits and values demonstrated in Bible stories so that pupils can apply these lessons to their own lives. For example, the story of Noah teaches perseverance and faith. This links with our Growth in God characteristics which underpin our school ethos. 
Teaching also links to religious festivals and significant events in the Christian calendar such as Christmas, Easter and Pentecost.
We maintain strong links with local churches and the wider Christian community. Church ministers and youth workers occasionally lead assemblies, and pupils may visit local churches to enrich their learning.

Curriculum Resources
Teachers primarily follow the school’s long-term RE plan, with many lessons written and adapted by staff to ensure they meet the needs of our pupils and reflect our Christian ethos.
Teachers also draw on a variety of high-quality resources, including materials from RE Today, alongside other appropriate educational resources.

Recording and Reflection
Pupils record their learning in class floorbooks. Floorbooks allow pupils to capture their ideas, questions, discussions and reflections from lessons. 
This approach supports:
· collaborative learning
· active discussion
· revisiting previous learning
· reflection and recap of key ideas.
Floorbooks provide a record of the learning journey and allow pupils to revisit previous lessons as their understanding develops and capture the class discussions, exploration and debates. 

Assessment
Teachers assess pupils’ understanding through ongoing formative assessment during lessons. This includes:
· observing participation in discussion
· questioning and reflection
· contributions to floorbooks
· responses to learning activities.
Teachers record the progress that children make by assessing their work against the lesson learning objectives. These assessments inform future planning to ensure lessons remain appropriately pitched and differentiated.
End of term tracking is completed on our pupil trackers and inform future planning. 


Review
This policy will be reviewed annually in light of any recent publications, training, or changes to planning and assessment. It will then be approved by the governing body.
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