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Curriculum Policy: English

Introduction
As a Christian independent school, Kingdom Christian School seeks to promote the Christian values of courage, respect, truth, compassion, creativity, community, and diligence. These values are reflected through a carefully planned curriculum and a positive school ethos that supports learning and character development.
English lies at the heart of our curriculum. The ability to read with understanding, respond critically to texts, communicate clearly in speech and writing, and listen attentively enables pupils to access all areas of learning and participate meaningfully in the world around them.

For this reason, every teacher at Kingdom Christian School is a teacher of English. All subjects require confidence and fluency in language, and we aim to model high standards of communication across the curriculum.

Vision for Teaching and Learning
English at Kingdom Christian School includes the following key areas:

· Speaking and Listening
· Reading
· Writing
· Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG)
· 
Our English curriculum aims to ensure pupils:
· take pleasure in all aspects of English;
· listen carefully and respond appropriately to peers and adults;
· read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding;
· develop strategies to monitor and improve their own reading and writing;
· develop imagination, creativity and critical thinking;
· develop a love of books and reading for enjoyment;
· expand their vocabulary in both spoken and written language;
· understand and use a range of text types and genres;
· use appropriate technical vocabulary to discuss and evaluate texts.
· 
Teachers support this vision by modelling accurate language and grammar, encouraging a love of reading through engaging texts and book corners and displays, and celebrating pupils’ achievements.

Implementation

Speaking and Listening
We recognise the importance of high-quality discussion, questioning and dialogue in developing language skills.
Pupils are taught to:
· participate confidently in group and whole-class discussions;
· use spoken language to explore and clarify ideas;
· identify key points within discussions;
· listen for a specific purpose;
· discuss, evaluate and respond thoughtfully.

During classroom discussions pupils practise:
· speaking clearly and audibly;
· making eye contact with listeners;
· taking turns to speak;
· respecting and valuing the contributions of others.

Reading
Our aim is to equip pupils with the reading skills necessary to meet the demands of all curriculum subjects. Pupils read a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts to develop comprehension, knowledge and enjoyment.

We teach pupils strategies to:

· recognise phoneme–grapheme correspondences;
· segment and blend sounds to read words fluently;
· recognise high-frequency and common exception words;
· use illustrations and context to support understanding;
· discuss characters and events;
· relate texts to personal experience;
· recognise rhyme and alliteration;
· make predictions and inferences;
· answer questions about texts.

Home Reading
Home reading is used to support and consolidate what children are learning in school. Reading books are organised through a banded system and linked to children's phonic ability to ensure pupils read texts appropriate to their level. Books are sent home regularly so that parents can support reading practice.

Children are heard read by class teachers daily in reception and Key Stage 1. Pupils also receive phonics flashcards and tricky word cards to support learning at home.

Once pupils complete the reading scheme, they may choose books from the class libraries and the school library.

A Love of Books
At Kingdom Christian School we aim to instil a lifelong love of reading. World Book Day remains a highlight of the year at Kingdom Christian School, celebrating literature in a range of exciting ways each year. Teachers bring books to life by reading expressively, and using  a range of storytelling, such as puppets, role play and props. They model enthusiasm and foster a love of books. Book corners are cosy and inviting, with thought given to books on offer. Books in the reading corner are regularly rotated. The teacher regularly shares reading recommendations with the class, including recommended authors, books, stories, illustrators. 

Phonics and Spelling

Phonics is taught daily in the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 using the Twinkl phonics scheme, approved by the Department for Education.
Lessons include:
· systematic phonics teaching
· opportunities to apply skills across the learning environment
· regular assessment
· targeted intervention where required.
Reading books are carefully matched to pupils’ phonics knowledge so that children can apply their skills independently.

In Key Stage 2, spelling is taught through the Twinkl Spelling Scheme, which supports pupils in developing accuracy and fluency in spelling while meeting National Curriculum expectations. Spelling patterns are taught explicitly and assessed weekly.

Writing
Our aim is to ensure pupils develop the skills necessary to write effectively across all subjects.
The school seeks to:
· provide purposeful and engaging writing opportunities;
· develop pupils’ confidence as writers;
· help pupils recognise writing as an important form of communication;
· teach writing skills through clear instruction, encouragement and praise;
· encourage pupils to apply phonics knowledge and spelling strategies;
· provide strong models of writing through shared and guided writing.

Pupils write for a range of audiences, purposes and genres throughout the curriculum.

Modelled and Shared Writing
Teachers regularly demonstrate high-quality writing through shared writing activities, modelling expectations and success criteria while incorporating pupils’ ideas.

Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation 
Grammar and spelling are integral to the English curriculum and are taught both explicitly and within units of work. Children are encouraged to edit their work before submitting to check they have included all previously taught SPAG objectives where necessary. 

Handwriting
Handwriting is taught using the Kinetic Letters programme, which develops:
· body strength and posture
· pencil grip and control
· correct letter formation.

Children learn letter formation using consistent directional rhymes used consistently by all staff. Once letter formation is secure, pupils in Year 3 begin learning joined handwriting, and pupils in Year 5 begin writing in pen.
Displays around the school include both cursive and non-cursive print to support learning.

We maintain high standards of presentation at Kingdom Christian School and encourage pupils to:
· write neatly and carefully;
· present work with pride

Inclusion and Equal Opportunities
The school is committed to ensuring that every pupil has equal access to a broad and balanced English curriculum regardless of gender, ability, background, ethnicity or attainment.
This is achieved by:
· valuing the experiences pupils bring to school;
· differentiating learning to meet individual needs;
· using varied teaching strategies and resources;
· providing visual supports and learning stimuli;
· implementing intervention programmes for pupils who require additional support;
· supporting pupils who speak English as an additional language (EAL).

Assessment
Two forms of assessment are used in English:
Formative Assessment
Formative assessment occurs continuously during lessons and may include:
· observation
· questioning
· discussion
· feedback
· marking
· photographic or video evidence.
This information informs future planning and teaching.

Summative Assessment
Summative assessments take place each term and include:	

Phonics
Pupils complete phonics assessments at the end of each phonics level. Results inform next steps and targeted intervention where required.

Spelling
· Years 1–2: Weekly spelling tests linked to phonics learning.
· Key Stage 2: Weekly spelling assessments based on spelling patterns and common exception words.

Writing
Each term pupils complete an independent assessed piece of writing based on a recently taught genre. Comparison with daily English work is used to provide a best-fit assessment. Work is assessed against year-group expectations to determine whether pupils are:
· below
· at
· above age-related expectations.

Results are recorded on the school’s tracking system and used to set individual targets.
Where possible, moderation with colleagues within and beyond the school supports consistent assessment.

Reading
Pupils complete termly PiRA reading tests. Results are analysed to identify strengths, gaps and trends. Interventions are organised where necessary.


Statutory Assessment
Statutory assessments include:
· EYFS Profile – Communication and Language, and Literacy (Reception)
· Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
· Year 6 SATs

Monitoring and Evaluation
School leaders monitor the teaching and learning of English through:
· lesson observations and learning walks
· work scrutiny
· planning reviews
· pupil voice
· hearing children read
· data analysis 

Findings are shared with staff and used to inform improvements where necessary.
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